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DETAILED ACTION 
Note to Applicant 

1. Art Units 261 1, 2614 and 2617 have changed to 2623. Please nnake all future 
correspondence indicate the new designation 2623. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Maybury (US 6,961,954). 

As regards Claim 18, Maybury discloses an article-based news video content 
browsing system comprising: means for summarizing a news video content by 
arranging information (such as a key frame) representing at least one news article of the 
news video content together with information (such as key words) summarizing the 
contents of the news article (see a story under story index, fig. 16); means for providing 
a user with summarized contents of the news article as a browsing interface (fig. 16 and 
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col. 17, lines 1-8); and means for playing and displaying a specific section the user 
wants to get from the provided browsing interface (col. 17, lines 11-19). 

As regards Claim 19, Maybury further discloses that any one of the information 
representing an article of the news video or summary information of the news video is 
generated by performing any one of selection or combination operation with respect to 
at least one of an anchor key frame, an episode key frame, a text key frame and a news 
icon (such as the anchor key frame of the top middle story, fig. 16). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maybury (US 6,961 ,954) in view of Shastri (US 6,845,485). 

As regards Claim 1, Maybury discloses a method of summarizing a news video 
content based on a news article, comprising the steps of: a) dividing the news video 
content on the basis of a news article unit; (fig. 1.26, and col. 10, lines 30-32); b) 
extracting an anchor key frame, an episode key frame (such as a reporter segment) 
(col. 7, lines 21-24), and a text key frame (cols. 15 and 16, lines 61-67 and 1-2) 
associated with a corresponding news article from the news video content divided on 
the basis of news article units (it is well know that many news story segments include 
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both anchor segments and reporter segments, cols. 15. lines 30-36); indexing the text 
key frame as summary elements for representing the news article (summary, fig. 19) but 
fails to disclose indexing both the anchor key frame and the episode key frame. Shastri 
discloses indexing both the anchor key frame and the episode key frame (which could 
be included among the many key frames used to summarize the story, fig. 4.202). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine the indexing of elements, as done in Shastri, an analogous art, to 
the news article summarization method of Maybury to provide the user with a better 
representation of the story than just showing one key frame. 

As regards Claims 2, 7, and 14, Maybury discloses d) extracting a news icon 
(such as an key frame from a news summary segment or the beginning of the news 
segment, col. 15, lines 36-44) as an element for summarizing the news article as well as 
the anchor key frame, the episode key frame and the text key frame; and e) storing the 
extracted news icon as an image to generate a news icon key frame; wherein the 
generated news icon key frame is used as an additional summary element for 
summarizing the news article (such as the key frame in the top left corner of fig. 16, or 
the key frame at the lower bottom corner of fig. 16). 

As regards Claims 3 and 8, Maybury discloses that the anchor key frame is 
extracted from an anchor shot of the news article (col. 8, lines 17-24). 

As regards Claims 4 and 9, Maybury discloses that the episode key frame is 
extracted from an episode scene within the news article and represents the episode 
scene (col. 8, lines 17-22). 
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As regards Claim 5 and 10, Maybury discloses that the text key frame Is a 
summary that key texts scattered in the news article and representative of contents of 
the news article (cols. 15 and 16, lines 61-67 and 1-2) are synthesized in an image (see 
summary, fig. 19). 

As regards Claims 6 and 13, Maybury discloses an article-based news video 
content browsing system comprising: means for providing summarized news video 
contents for each news article using summary elements including an anchor key frame, 
an episode key frame (such as a reporter segment) (col. 7, lines 21-24), and a text key 
frame (cols. 15 and 16, lines 61-67 and 1-2); means for displaying summary contents of 
the news video content (fig. 16 and col. 17, lines 1-8); input means (such as by clicking 
in a graphical user interface environment) for enabling a user to browse and select the 
news article using the display means (cols. 16 and 17, lines 35-46 and 11-19); and 
means for playing a specific news article using the display means if the news article is 
selected by the user (fig. 20 and col. 17, lines 1 1-19) but fails to disclose that the 
displaying is summarized using the summary elements (namely both the anchor key 
frame and the episode key frame). Shastri discloses that the displaying is summarized 
using the summary elements (which could be included among the many key frames 
used to summarize the story, fig. 4.202). 

As regards Claims 11 and 16, Maybury discloses that the browsing interface is 
displayed in such as way that the summary elements of each of the news articles are 
arranged in a corresponding part of the display area (fig. 17). 
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As regards Claim 12, Maybury and Shastri both disclose that the news articles 
are arranged on one axis of abscissa and ordinate axes of the display area, and 
summary elements of each news article are arranged on the other axis. Both Maybury 
and Shastri present summaries of news articles which include key frames and text 
summaries such as Maybury, fig. 19 and Shastri, fig. 4. Both also disclose laying key 
frames out in a grid fashion, for example, Maybury, fig. 17 and Shastri, fig. 4.202. It 
would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
presentations of Maybury and Shastri such a way to that the news articles are arranged 
on one axis of abscissa and ordinate axes of the display area, and summary elements 
of each news article are arranged on the other axis so that the user has easy access to 
summary information for each story. 

As regards Claim 15, please see the U.S.C. 103 rejections for claims 3 through 

5. 

As regards Claim 17, Maybury further discloses that the video content is 
presented from a play reopening start position that is a beginning position of the 
selected news article when user requests a play of selected news article (col. 17, lines 
11-19). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Elenbaas (US 2005/0028194) discloses a news retrieval system 
with segment identification, classification, and presentation. H. Zhang discloses a 
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general key frame extraction system which also includes key frame classification. 
Ceccarelli (WO 98/34182) discloses a key frames navigation means which also includes 
capturing text from a screen. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David R. O'Steen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7931 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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